




















THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, June 26, 1797. 





Outline of a Hiftory of Snuff and Tobacco. 
[From the Monthly Magazine.] 


To the EDITOR. 

SIR, 

hg your Magazine for February, a query was propofed by 

InQuisITIvE, to the following purpofe: ‘ How far back 
can the practice of fmoking and taking f{nuff, whether of to- 
bacco or any other fubftance, be traced; and to what part of 
the world?”” I have as yet feen no anfwer to this query, 
which I am furprifed at, becaufe we live in an age, the wifdom 
of which is very que/tionable, and we abound with antiquaries 
whofe refearches are generally directed to objects of far lefs 
importance. 

I muft confefs, however, that the queftion alarmed me not 
alittle. I confefs, at the fame time, that I am a fnuff-taker, 
both upon principle and practice ; and were | difpofed to flat- 
ter my brown companion, I fhould fay as much in its favour 
as ever Dr. Johnfon faid of his tea, or Dr. can fay of 
his pipe. I was, thercfore, alarmed left my favourite fhould 
fink under the weight of inveftigation invited by your corre- 
fpondent, and I had prepared arfwers of all kinds to whatever 
objefions might be brought forward. No perfon, however, 
has yet ftept forward to curb the Juxurious cravings of a nofe, 
and [ am hopeful that the prefent alarm will end, as the fubjeét 
of it frequently does, in fmoke. 


Vor, XXIX, 4G I have 
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I haveno doubt that a very good hiftory might be made of 
{nuff, and to a hiftory I have no objection, We have very 
voluminous hiftories of things of far lefs confequence than 
fnuff, which brings more than half a million of money to the 
Exchequer, and comforts the harmlefs propenfities of many 
millions of good and wife men. I have often thought that a 
clever antiquary might make a couple of very handfome folios 
on this fubject, written quite after the new manner ; and hav- 
ing myfelf often meditated on it, efpecially when at a pinch, 
I beg leave to offer you the outlines of my plan, 

I have faidthat this hiftory might extend to two folios ;— 
perhaps, if encouragement followed the undertaking, as no 
coubt it would, another folio might be added, by way of Ap- 
pendix. The outline is as follows : 


History oF Snurr AnD Tosacco, from the earlicft Pee 
riod to the prefent Day. 

Vou. I. Boox 1. Preliminary obfervations. Defcription 
of the nofe, with anatomical plates.’ Size of nofes. Di- 
grefion on Roman nofes. Query. Whether long nofes are 
iymptomatic, or per fe? Difeales of the nofe. Origin of to- 
bacco—plates of the plant—a map of Virginia, with a hiftory 
of the ifland, from the firft planting of Puritans and tobacco 
there. Origin of the name, from Virgin, the epithet of 
Queen Elizabeth, 

Book 2. Hiftory of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Ine 
troduction of tobacco—manufactured firtt into fnuff—view of 
a fnuff-miil of the year 1560. Enquiry who took the firl 
pinch ? Effay on. {neezing. Whether the ancients fneezed, 
and at what? A tranflation of Strada’s book on {fneezingy 
with a life of the author, inthe manner of Mr. Bofwellh Why 
pray to God to blefs people who fneeze? 

Boox 3. Connection of fneezing with good manners— 
originof handkerchiefs—full-width views of ieveral handker- 
chiefs, proving. that they were marked with the owners’ names 
at full length, and that initials are a modern invention. Dif- 
fertation on fempiirefies ; high origin of men-milleners and 
men-mantua-makers—quotations from Shakefpear—deriva- 
tion of the word fouff, and accurate difcriminations between 
fnuffing and taking {nuff ; the former applied only to candles. 
Book 4. Whether it was ufual to take fauff in Parliae 
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Francis Drake’s fleet, and proofs that the failors’ allowance of 
tobacco was not fo great then as now—origin of navigation— 
firft principles of naval architeure—Appendix, on the ule of 
{nuff in the pulpit. 

Vor. II. Boox 1. Acceffion of James I],—Particular ace 
count of all the branches of the Stuart family—troubles in 
the time of Charles I. as connected with {moking—portraits 
of feveral eminent {nuff-takers in the Parliament army—oval 
{nuff-boxes firft ufed by the Round-heads—manufa@ure of 
tobacco pipes—natural hiftory of clays—with a digreffion on 
making of bricks—Roman bricks—account of the building 
of London Wall. 

Book 2. State of {nuff during the commonwealth—refto- 
ration of Charles II1.—hiftorical proofs that the nation muft 
have been at a pinch. 

Book 3 Fire of London—quantity of {nuff confumed— 
fome calculation on the number of pipes broke, burnt, or 
otherwife damaged—an enquiry into the part the Papifts took 
in this calamity—origin of whiffs—the gifs originally came 
from Wales—topographical defcription of Wales, with maps 
of the counties—Teft and corporation acts pafled—{nuff 
taken upon that occafion. 

Boox 4. Continuation of the hiftory of {nuff to the Union 
—introdu@tion of Scotch {nuff—found to be very pungent 
and penetrating—got a footing in London, which it has kept 
ever fince.—Plate of the fign of the Highlander, from an ori- 
ginal drawing in the year 1715.—Acceflion of George II].— 
Snuff-boxes made of gold and filver—account of the firft 
fnuff-box that was ftolen—diflertation on the police—number 
of thieves in London—hints for new laws—dilmiffion of Sir 
Robert Walpole, and the introdu@tion of A/acaba, 

.Boox 5. The reign of George II].—Scotch fnuff -intro- 
daced at court—Stratburgh and other German f{nuffs in fafhion 
—anecdotes of John Wilkes—biographical notices of Mr. 
Hardham—invention of thirty-/even—plan of the ftreets thirty 
yards round Hardham’s {hop—national refle@ions on Irifh 
blackguard—fuccefs of Wilkes—calculation of the confump- 
tion of tobacco during the American war—hiftory of that 
war, from the origin—on female fnuff-takers, with an appen- 
dix on clean tuckers—debate on the tobacco excife-bill—pre- 
fent ftate of fnuff, and its influence on morals—introduttion 
of French ‘boxes—great tumults therefrom—conc!ufion— 
index—and lift of fubferibers. 
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The whole to be embellifhed with portraits of the moft 
eminent fnuff-takers, from the time of Queen Elizabeth, with 
biographical notices—views of remarkable fnuff-fhops—ruins 
of famous tobacco-pipes, and other fubjeéts, engraved by the 
moft eminent artifts, 

Such, Sir, is the outline of my fcheme. You will perceive 
that, in my arrangement, I exaétly copy the cuftom of the 
moft famous voluminous writers, and a work thus executed 
could not fail to have a rapid circulation, efpecially among the 
venders of the article which it cominemorates. 

I am, Sir, your’s, &c. 


STERNUTATORIUS., 





4 VENETIAN STORY. 
[From Effays by a Society of Gentlemen at Exeter. ] 


(Continued from Page 486, and concluded.) 


“_ whole aflembly were greatly affe&ted by the addrefs 
of Friuli, whofe conflict between duty and affection 
equally excited their pity and admiration, After a hort ine 
terval, Albano was calléd on to anfwer to the charge which he 
had heard made againft him, and with a ferene countenance, in 
a firm tone of voice, with equal modefty, dignity, and grace, 
Albano began his addrefs to the council. 

He aflured them, that he then felt more for his accufer, whom 
he was once permitted to call his friend, than he did for him- 
felf: That the fituation of Friuli was, and mu? be, more dif- 
treffing than his own, let the iffue of that day prove to him 
ever fo difaftrous. 

Of what had been alleged refpeling his vifits to the Am- 
baflador’s houfe, he freely admitted the truth; and if in fo 
doing he had offended againit any law, even though dormant 
or obfolete, he, of courfe, was fubject to its penalty. But, he 
obferved, that no guilt had been proved or could be fixed on 
him from the fact, except it were conneéted with the fufpicion 
of his being engaged in concerting meafures detrimental to 
the ftate. It was a hard thing, he faid, to contend with ful- 
picions ; facts could be anfwered, refuted, denied or explained, 
but as to fufpicions, he knew not how to repel them, other- 
wile than by requefting of that aflembly, to whom individually 
he had long been known, to look back on the tenor of his whole 
life, and to examine mott ftri@ly and feverely, whether, at any 
period 
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period of it, the fmalleft ground could be difcovered to 
warrant a fufpicion of treachery in him. He-modeftly ree 
minded them of his fervices to the republic, that he had un- 
remittingly laboured to promote its intereft and exalt its glory. 
He invoked Heaven to witnefs that neither indeed of thought, 
had he ever conceived or formed any one meafure unfriendly 
to the government, and as pure and immaculate toward his 
country did he at that moment ftand as at any period of his 
life. He denied that a firmer friend to Venice, or a more 
ftrenuous fupporter of its conftitution than himfelf, exifted. 

He felt himfelf, he faid, fo much fupported by his own in- 
tegrity and innocence, that he moft cheerfully fubmitted his 
caufe, his honour, and his life, into the hands of that illuftrious 
eflembly, trufting they would, by their unanimous decree, 
efface from his character the blemifh which had that day been 
caft upon it, by the moit unmerited {ufpicions. 

After fhortly deliberating with the other members, the pre- 
fident informed Albano, that enough had been lain before the 
council to fatisfy them that he had not only tranfgrefled one of 
the fundamental laws of Venice, but acted in fo queftionable 
and myfterious a manner, as to render it indifpentacle for him 
to account for his conduét, and difclofe its motives; to explain 
the real caufe of his vilits to the French Minifter, and ingee 
nuoufly confefs the reafon of his induftrious endeavours to 
conceal them : That he had incurred very fevere penalties by 
the fa&t, which he had admitted, but that in confideration of 
his former fervices, they were inclined to relax the rigour of 
the law, provided he would impart to them the true inducement 
to his fecret vifits, from which they fhould otherwile con- 
clude that fomething inimical to the government had been 
intended. 

Albano thanked the council for their lenity and proffered fas 
vours, at the fame time declaring he could not, with the appro= 
bation of his own heart, explain the part.cular circumf{tances 
cf his condu&. Inthe moft animated language, and in the 
moft folemn manner, he difclaimed any detign againit the well 
being of his country, and ended with afluring the aflembly that 
be the iflue what it might, no power on carta fhould wreft from 
him his motives: On that fubjctt he would preierve the pro 
foundeft and moft invincible fileace. 

It is fcarcely poffible to deferibe ‘he grief and aftonifhment 
of the whole aflembly on hearing this declaration; the cool 
tone and determined manner in which 1t was made, left them 
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no reafon to hope, that any thing would ever fhake the refolue 
tion he had juft exprefled, 

Albano was ordered to withdraw. The council, after exe 
amining his condu& in every point of view, difcovered in it 
much to blame, and more to fulpe@: His refufai to enter into 
any explanation of it, feemed to confirm the opinion of all, 
that fomething very criminal muft be attached to it. What- 
ever their firft prepofleffions therefore might have been, they 
did not now hefitate to impute to him the crime of plotting 
againft the fafety of the ftate. The council had already 
departed widely from the general practice, on fimilar occafions, 
and had, in confequence of his virtues and fervices, difplayed 
a clemency, feldom, if ever, exercifed by the Venetian govern- 
ment. 

Under that famous fquare in Venice, known by the name 
of St. Mark, are dungeons fo deeply funk, as to be confiderably 
below the level of the fea; through an aperture at the top, 
the wretched victim of ftate fulpicion is let down, never more 
toreturn ; through this, his miferable and f{canty food is con- 
veyed, through this alone, the air flugeith and damp from the 
maffive and enormous arches raifed over the opening, with dif- 
ficulty works its way to fupport the hated exiftence of the 
devoted viGtim below. 

Thus immured, carefully and cruelly prevented from availing 
themfelves of all means of putting a period to this undefcri- 
bable itate of horror, in total and almott palpable darknefs, for 
ever cut off from the world, without the fainteft or moft diftant 
hope of ever again feeing their friends, their families, their 
deareft connections, nay of ever more beholding any obje& on 
earth, thefe viims of fufpicion endure torments far more 
agonizing and exquifite than the moft terrific death. 

In one of thofe dreary cells was Albano condemned to pafs 
the remainder of his days. ‘The decree once paft was irrevo- 
cable; the execution of it followed clofe, and without being 
permitted to bid adieu to his relatives, his expecting family, his 
anxious friends, without any preparation for {o dreadful an 
event, was this unhappy nobleman conveyed to thofe fcenes of 
horror and of darknefs, and in the flower of his age, and the 
vigorous exercife of the moft brilliant faculties, buried alives 
and for ever fhut out from the voice and fight of human 
kind, 

Notwithftanding the fecrecy and difpatch with which this 


bufinefs was traniacted, the populace of Venice foon felt the 
’ ’ > . . . iP) 3 
abfence of their patron, their bencia@tor, their friend. Bred 
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vp in fubmiffion the moft humble to their rulers, they cared 
not clamour for, and demand their protector, or even to 
murmur againft thofe, by whofe means they had the ftrongeft 
realons to fuppofe they were deprived of bim. But their for- 
row was not lefs poignant or lincere becaufe it was filent; the 
whole city ceafed not to lament and deplore his fates 

The ftern patriotifm even of F riuli, could not fupport him 
under the gricf excited by this dreadful fentence. He con- 
templated with horror the fituation to which he had reduced 
his much loved friend. The pidture was too fhockiog for him 
to look on; the emaciated countenance of Albano, wherein 
were marked the deep lines of hop lel © expeCtation, and the 
traces of approaching diffolution, conftar itly appeared to 
Friuli’s imagination ; the defpair of his eye, the faint fweat 
on his brow, the convulfion of his altered features, and the 
ju, though gentle, reproof from his dying lips, all pafled in 
terrible review acrofs his agitated mind, and forbade him to 
enjoy either repofe at night, or tranquillity by day. His health 
impaired, and his fpirits worn down by unceafing forrow and 
remorfe, he furvived but a fhort time, and by his death proved 
that his /riend/bip equalled in ftrength and fincerity, his love and 
zeal for his country. 

How leng the ill-fated Albano dragged out his miferable 
exiitence in thefe regions of woe cannot be known. The 
mott profound filence was ever preferved on this occafion, and 
no one dared to enquire after the fate of the prifoner, oF 
ventured evento name him. 





MANY years had elapfed after the period of Albano’s con- 
finement, when a prieft was called to adminifter fpiritual con- 
fulation toa lady at Paris, in her laft moments, and perform 
thofe offices which her religion taught her to require. Among 
other matters which the dying Adelaide difclofed to her con= 
fellor, was the following incident; that nearly twenty years 
before the had refided at Venice in the houfe of the French 





Ambaflador, accompanying his — thither, to whom fhe was 
related, and whofe friendfhip fhe had poflefled from her e: tliett 
age ; that during her abode ther re fhe became acquainted with 


a young Venetian, of whofe title fhe was io norant, but of 
fuperior birth and quality ; that his perfonal « compli lithments, 

united with the charms of his cons apays fubdued her theart : 
and though fhe had unwarily yielded up her Aonour, yet every 
fucceeding day teemed to add to their paf 10M, and ftrengthen 
heir attachment; th.t as he could not unite himfelf co her by 
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the bonds of marriage, without degradation, the moft private 
mode of vifiting her was adopted, and, through the afliftance 
of a faithful domeftic, he was conftantly introduced into the 
houfe at the hour of midnight ; but that duddenly, without any 
information whatever, he ceafed to come to her; that, dif- 
tracted by a thouland conjectures and fears, her health began 
daily and vifibly to decline, upon which it was thought advife- 
able that fhe fhould return to her native country, where fhe, 
at length, regained her health, though never her tranquillity. 

Adelaide, faint and exhaufted by the recital, nad icarcely ree 
ceived the abfolution, which the implored, and by her fincerg 
penitence feen.ed to deferve, when fhe breathed her lait 
figh. 

Hence it became moft apparent, that the unfortunate Albano 
was innocent of every crime a2gainft his country ; and that his 
vifits, which were conftrued as proofs of his machinations 
againit tne ftate, were made toa beautiful and beloved mittrefs, 
He preferred enduring the miferies of perpetual confinement 
in a dungeon, (fo horrible, that the eye of the humane Howard 
was not allowed to explore it) to the rifk of expofing to the 
reproachful voice of the world, ber whom he adored. Iu the 
admiration of his honourable {pirit, his ardent love, his uns 
fhaken fortitude, we may be allowed to forgive the indif- 
cretions of Albano, or if we blame him for an error, to drop 
over his athes the tear of {ympathy. and commiferation. 


REFLECTIONS on a late INSTANCE of SUICIDE. 





To the PRINTERS, 
GENTLEMEN, 
HE inflance of. fuicide I am about to notice, appears to 
me to be the moft ftriking leffon that ever was offered to 
demonftrate the infufficiency of riches to make men happY» 
and the impotence of avarice to atchieve its own purpofes. 
The object of my letter* was the fon of an eminent mer- 
chant, from whom he inherited nearly 300,000). befide a landed 
eftate of 4000]. per annum, and the advantages which might 
naturally be tuppofed to accrue from continuing his father’s 
mercantile purfuits. Thefe were accordingly continued with 
perfeverance and fuccefs. At one time, his mercantile con- 
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cerns were of fuch importance abroad, that by his own tranf- 
actions only he could regulate the Exchange of Holland. 
His agency for receiving the dividends due tothe Dutch, did 
not amount tolefs than 10,000]. per annum. With this vaft 
certainty of wealth, and increafing advantages and contin- 
gencies, his. expences were regulated on a very narrow {cale. 
It is believed he feldom {pent more than 5000l. a year. 

When this income and this expenditure are compared, it 
will naturally be afked, what was there wanting to fuifill the 
ampleft enjoyments which man can expect or life afford ? It 
will be afked, why a man pofleffed of fo much real property, 
could not find more enjoyment in pofleflion than in accumu- 
lation; and why he, who Jaunched feldom into the prodigality 
of the times, could feel uneafinefs, becaufe he bad not more 
than he hada tafte to enjoy? 

To anfwer thefe queftions would require a greater know- 
Jedye of the nature of the human paffions than has yet been 
difcovered, It may be fufficient, in the mean time, to reier to 
that moft unaccountable of all paffions, avarice, and to ftate 
that in lefs than feven years {pace, the whole of the vaft pro- 
perty of this once fortunate man, was diffipated in fchemes of 
aggrandifement, which the circumftances of the times, the 
confufed ftate of affairs on the continent, the prefent war, or 
perhaps fomething radically erroneous in the [peculations them- 
felves, rendered unpropitious ; and when nothing remained 
but his landed property, which was too {mall to redeem his 
Jofles, znd which, had they been fufficient for that purpofe, he 
could not have difpofed of without an avowal of his diftrefs, 
the dread of fhame forced him to the defperate act of fuicide. 

On the morning of this cataftrophe, January 31, 1797, he 
deftroyed fome particular papers, and faftening his dreffing- 
room door, difcharged a brace of balls from a piftol through 
his head ; his valet, on hearing the report, immediately opened 
the door, and found him expiring. 

There is no inftance in my memory that fo ftrongly de- 
monftratcs the abfurdity of difcontent as this. In fome 
men’s avarice we {ee a purpofe, an end to be obtained 5 the ace 
cumulation of riches may arife from the wifh to beftow them to 
grand and noble defigns, or to make them the inftruments of 
rifing to honours and preferments in the ftate. It is fuppo- 
fable, even that aman may keep together {mall favings, that he 
may do that good or great act of munificence and benevolence 
in the whole which cannot be done in parts. Some men alfo 
may be economical that they may hereafter have fomewhat toe 

Vor, XXIX, 4h fpare 
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{pare on luxury 3 or they may be drudgingly induftrious now, 
that they may hereafter enjoy their lives in quiet. Some may 
remain longer in bufinefs than is ufual, becaule it has been un 
fuccefsful, and has not afforded them the means to retire, or be« 
caufe it increafes in value, and the advantages of afew months 
or years more will amply gratify their utmoft with. Some 
may engage in great and hazardous fpeculations, becaufe 
ordinary means will not fupply their wants, and others double 
their diligence and extend their bufinefs, becaufe circumftances 
render it neceflary to forefhorten the time in which they are to 
be engaged init. In hort, a variety of excufes may be made 
for him, who is immediately to employ what he had acquired, 
who {pends as faft as he gets, whofe wants exceed his means, 
and who, from whatever falfe notions of duty, or pleafure, finds 
it neceflary to blend the vices of avarice, with the fpirit of 
traffic, that he may gratify his favourite propenfity. 

But fuch excufes will not explain the inconfiftency of the 
cafe before use There could be no objeé& of attraétion that 
riches can purchafe, in 4s eyes, who limited his expences by 
the rules of parfimony, and whofe riches, if accumulation was 
his objec, could increafe without any effort of his. Lefs than 
a fixth part of his fortune was fufficient for the neceflaries and 
the luxuries of life ; and the reft, if even not employed in trade, 
would gradually and certainly accumulate by legal intereft. 
Employed, as it was, in trade, it did increafe, until he became, 
according to general opinion, one of the richeft commoners in 
the kingdom. Here then, if we are to confider human condué 
onthe principles of confiltency, he might have been content. 
Here was a capital which nothing could impair, a career which 
nothing could interrupt. What was neceflary might ftill 
have been regulated with the fame economy: What was 
fupes fluous would be ftill increafing with the fame fecurity. 

Is it poffible, then, to contemplate a more ftriking and dee 
plorable inftance“of frailty and inconfiftency, than a human 
being, endued with rational powers (for thefe were far from 
being deficient in the object of this letter) fo wholly occupied 
with the fpirit of avarice, as ta plunge himfelf in fucceffive 
loffes, and finally in abfolute ruin—tor what? In purfuit of 
riches infinitely furpaffing what he now could enjoy; and in 
expectation of additions infinitely greater than any man can 
enjoy, who does not intend to rival the munificence of the 
throne, or emulate the grandeur and prodigality of thofe mo- 
narchs to whom the world isindebted for the fublimeft monu- 
tents cf human art. 
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Let us contemplate this event wita the fentiments it ought 
to infpire, learn the great duty of contentment, and the total 
infufficiency of any wealth to make that man happy, who does 
not return itin acts of ufefulnefs and beneficence, who is fo 
weak as to defire to accumulate what he muft finally leave be- 
hind him, and fo proud as not to be able to outlive the lofs of 
what he had not the {pirit to enjoy. 

“© Avarice,” faysan eminent writer, * is always poor, and 
poor by her own fault.”” If allthe elegant declamations, and 
fubftantial arguments of writers in all ages, have been ins 
fufficient to root out fo dangerous an evil from focicty, we have 
reafon to fear that where it does occur, in what may be termed 
its perfection, it is a fpecies of lunacy. It is ealy to under 
ftand why a poor man fhould defire to be rich, who has not 
enough to gratify his wants, and even why arich man fhould 
defire to be more rich, who has fchemes of grandeur .to 
execute beyond what his prefent means can afford. But why 
men fhould defire to add to heaps, which they never intend to 
diminifh, to accumulate thoufands who have not the courage 
to Javifh hundreds, and who gather wealth merely as an object 
of fight and reflection, without any purpofe of employment or 
expenditure, is not reconcileable to any known principles of 
human conduct. It does not, indeed, come within any de- 
{cription of lunacy allowed by lawyers or phyficians ; but furely 
the riches of a man, like him we have been defcribing, con- 
tribute to his happinefs, or to his property, no more than 
the ftraw crown of a poor maniac does to his grandeur, 
On the one, the world beftows its contempt, on the other 
its pity. 

Avarice not only keeps men really poor, but obfcures, and 
often obliterates all good qualities. ‘That it fhould harden the 
heart is but a natural confequence. It alfo perverts the 
judgment, and prevents the operation of reafon in directing to 
what is virtuous, lovely, and of good report in human action. 
Its often terminating in fuicide ought, therefore, to excite le(s 
furprife than regret. It ought not to be wonderful that the 
man, who has lived at variance with found fenfe, fhould at 
length become fo bereft of reafon as to carry the pride of dif- 


Mi 


appointment into the prefence of his Maker. 
I amy, Sir, &e. 
REFLECTOR. 
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{pare on luxury 3 or they may be drudgingly induftrious now, 
that they may hereafter enjoy their lives in quiet. Some may 
remain longer in bufinefs than is ufual, becaule it has been une 
fuccefsful, and has not afforded them the means to retire, or bes 
caufe it increafes in value, and the advantages of afew months 
or years more will amply gratify their utmoft with, Some 
may engage in great and hazardous fpeculations, becaufe 
ordinary means will not fupply their wants, and others double 
their diligence and extend their bufinefs, becaufe circumftances 
render it neceflary to forefhorten the time in which they are to 
be engaged init. In thort, a variety of excufes may be made 
for him, who is immediately to employ what he had acquired, 
who {pends as faft as he gets, whofe wants exceed his means, 
and who, from whatever falfe notions of duty, or pleafure, finds 
it neceflary to blend the vices of avarice, with the fpirit of 
traffic, that he may gratify his favourite propenfity. 

But fuch excufes will not explain the inconfiftency of the 
cafe before use There could be no objec of attra@tion that 
riches can purchafe, in 4is eyes, who limited his expences by 
the rules of parfimony, and whofe riches, if accumulation was 
his object, could increafe without any effort of his. Lefs than 
afixth part of his fortune was fufficient for the neceflaries and 
the luxuries of life ; and the reft, if even not employed in trade, 
would gradually and certainly accumulate by legal intereft. 
Employed, as it was, in trade, it did increafe, until he became, 
according to general opinion, one of the richeft commoners in 
the kingdom. Here then, if we are to confider human condué 
onthe principles of confiltency, he might have been content. 
Here was a capital which nothing could impair, a career which 
nothing could interrupt. What was neceflary might ftill 
have been regulated with the fame economy: What was 
fupeifluous would be ftill increafing with the fame fecurity. 

Is it poffible, then, to contemplate a more ftriking and de 
plorable inftance*of frailty and inconfiftency, than a human 
being, endued with rational powers (for thefe were far from 
being deficient in the object of this letter) fo wholly occupied 
with the fpirit of avarice, as ta plunge himfelf in fucceffive 
lofles, and finally in abfolute ruin—tor what? In purfuit of 
riches infinitely furpaffing what he now could enjoy; and in 
expectation of additions infinitely greater than any man can 
enjoy, who does not intend to rival the munificence of the 
throne, or emulate the grandeur and prodigality of thofe mo- 
narchs to whom the world isindebted for the fublimeft monu- 
tents cf human art, 
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Let us contemplate this event wita the fentiments it ought 
to infpire, learn the great duty of contentment, and the total 
infufficiency of any wealth to make that man happy, who does 
not return itin acts of ufefulnefs and beneficence, who is fo 
weak as to defire to accumulate what he muft finally leave be- 
hind him, and fo proud as not to be able to outlive the lofs of 
what he had not the fpirit to enjoy. 

“© Avarice,” faysan eminent writer, “ is always poor, and 
poor by her own fault.”” If allthe elegant declamations, and 
fubftantial arguments of writers in all ages, have been in- 
fufficient to root out fo dangerous ani evil from focicty, we have 
reafon to fear that where it does occur, in what may be termed 
its perfection, it is a f{pecies of lunacy. It is ealy to under~ 
ftand why a poor man fhould defire to be rich, who has not 
enough to gratify his wants, and even why arich man fhould 
defire to be more rich, who has fchemes of grandeur to 
execute beyond what his prefent means can afford. But why 
men fhould defire to add to heaps, which they never intend to 
diminifh, to accumulate thoufands who have not the courage 
to Javifh hundreds, and who gather wealth merely as an object 
of fight and reflection, without any purpofe of employment or 
expenditure, is not reconcileable te any known principles of 
human conduct. It does not, indeed, come within any de 
{cription of lunacy allowed by lawyers or phyficians ; but furely 
the riches of a man, like him we have been defcribing, con- 
tribute to his happinefs, or to his property, no more than 
the ftraw crown of a poor maniac does to his grandeur. 
On the one, the world beftows its contempt, on the other 
its pity. 

Avarice not only keeps men really poor, but obfcures, and 
often obliterates all good qualities. That it fhould harden the 
heart is but a natural confequence. It alfo perverts the 

judgment, and prevents the operation of reafon in directing to 
what is virtuous, lovely, and of good report in human action. 
Its often terminating in fuicide ought, therefore, to excite leis 
furprife than regret. It ought not to be wonderful that the 
man, who has lived at variance with found fenfe, fhould at 
length become fo bereft of reafon as to carry the pride of dif- 
appointment into the prefence of his Maker. 


Iam, Sir, &c. 
REFLECTOR. 
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MEMOIRS of GENERAL BUONAPARTE, 


[The following article we confider as interefting, and with re/pe& to 
fads, authentic. Our readers will, no doubt, objerve, that the 
ewvriter is not alittle partial to the charaer and abilities of the Sub- 
jed of it, for which they will make due allowance. ] 





a ae extraordinary man, born in the town of Ajaccio, 
in Corfica, in 1767, is the fon of Charles Buonapare, 
and Letitia Raniolinis His father, who was alfo a native of 
Ajaccio, was bred to the civil law, at Rome, and took part 
with the celebrated Paoli, in the ever-memorable flruggle 
made by ahandfu! of brave iflanders, againft the tyrannical efe 
forts of Louis XV. and the Machiavelian fchemes of his mi- 
nifter, Choifeul. 
I am affured, by a near relation of the family, that he not 
only laid afide the gown upon this occafion, but actually car- 
ried a mufket as a private centinel ! 
On the conqueft of the ifland, he wifhed to retire, with the 
gallant chieftain who had fo nobly ftruggled for its indepen- 
dence ; buthe was prevented by his uncle, a canon, who exer- 
cifed a parental authority over him, 
In 1773, a deputation from the three eftates was fent to 
wait on the King of France; and, on this occafion, Charles 
Buonaparte was feleéted to reprefent the Nobles. He was 
foon after promoted to the office of Procuratore Reale of 
Ajaccio, where his anceftors, fuppofed to have been originally 
from Tufcany, had been fettled nearly two hundred years. 
The family of the elder Buonaparte was numerous, for he 
had feven children: Four fons and three daughters. It was 
his good fortune, however, to be cherifhed by the French; and 
both he and his family lived in the greateft intimacy with q 
M. de Martceuf, the Governor, who received a revenue of 
60,000 livres a year, on condition of doing nothing!” An 
intendant was paid nearly as much, and afwarm of hungry 
leeches, engendered in the corruption of the court of Vere 
failles, at one and the fame time fucked the blood of the Cor- 
ficans, and drained the treafure of the mother country 5 in 
fhort, like the conquefts of more recent times, the fubjugation 
of that ifland feems to have been achieved for no otter put- 
pofe, than to gratify avarice, and fatiate rapacity. 
On the death of his friend, Charles Buonaparte, M de 
Marpeeuf continued to patronize e his family, and placed his 
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fecond fon, Napoleone, the fubject of thefe memoirs, at the 
cole Advitaire, or Niiltary Academy. ‘The advantages ree 
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fulting from this feminary, which has produced more great 
men than any other in Europe, were not loft on young Buona- 
parte 3 he there applied himfel‘, with equal affiduity and ad- 
drefs, to mathematics, and ftudied the art of war as a regular 
fcience. Born in the mid of a republican ftruggle, in his 
native land, it was his good fortune to bur ft into manhood, at 
the moment when the country of his choice fhook off the 
chains with which fhe had been manacled for centuries. 
There was alfo fomething in his manners and habits that an- 
nounced him equal to the fituation for which he feems to have 
been deftined ; inftead of imitating the frivolity of the age, 
his mind was continually occupied by ufeful ftudies; and from 
the Lives of Plutarch, a volume of which he always carried in 
his pocket, he learned at an early age, to copy the manners, 
and emulate the aCtions, of antiquity. 

With this difpofition, it is but little wonder that he fhould 
have dedicated his life to the profeflion of arms. We accore 
dingly find him, while yet a boy, prefenting himfelf as a’can- 
didate for acommiffGion in the artillery ; and his fuccefs equalled 
the expeCtations of his friends, for he was the twelfth on the 
lift, out of the thirty-fix, who proved victorious in the conteft. 
In confequence of this event, he became a Lieutenant in the 
French army, and ferved as fuch during two or three years, in 
the regiment of La Fere. 

In 1790, General Paoli repaired to France, where he was 
honoured with a civic crown, and there embraced the fon of 
his old friend, who had ferved under him at St. Fiorenzo, ia 
1768. They met again, foon after, is Corfica, where Buo- 
naparte, now a Captain, was elected Lieutenant-Colonel of a 
corps of Corfican national guards in aciivity. 

On the fecond expedition fitted out agzinft Sardinia, he em- 
barked with his countrymen, and landed in the little ifland of 
Maddalena, which he took pofleflion of, in the name of the 
French republic ; but finding the troops that had been got 
together for this expedition, neither poflefled organization, 
nor difcipline, he returned to the port of Ajaccio. 

In the mean time, a fcheme was formed for the annexation 
of Corfica to the crown of England 5 and the cabinet, in an 
evil hour, acceded to a p.opofition which, while it diminifhed 
the wealth, has contributed but little either to the honour or 
advantage of this country*. 

Buonaparte 

* <¢ M. de Lomellini obferved one day, to Dumourier, during 

his refidence in Genoa, thay it would be a very happy thing were 
1 



















































514. THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Buonaparte had a difficult part to aét on this occafion; he 
was perfonally attached to Pafquale Paoli; he refented the 
treatment he experienced during the reign of the Terrorifts, 
and had actually drawn up, with his own hand, the remon- 
ftrance tranimitted by the Municipality of Ajaccio againft 
the decree declaring the General an enemy to the common- 

ealth, Indeed, he was fuppofed to be fo intimately con- 
nected with him, that a warrant was actually iflued by La, 
combe de St. Michel, and the two other Commiflioners 
of the Convention, to arreft young Buonaparte! Notwith- 
ftanding this, he was determined to remain faithful to his en- 
gagements, and learning that the Englifh fleet, in the Mediter- 
ranean, had failed for the purpofe of feizing his native ifland, 
he embarked, along with his family, for the centinent, and 
fettled within eighteen leagues of Toulon. 

That town, the fecond fea-port in France, was at this mo- 
ment in the pofleffion of the Englifh, having been jatt feized 
upon by Admiral Lord Hood, who had fubftituted the Britifh 
crofs in the place of the three-coloured flag. The military 
talents of the young Corlican were well known to Salice:ti, 
who introduced him to Barras, fince one of the Directory, to 
whom he afforded indubitable proof of the fincerity of his 
profeffions, at a period when fufpicion was juftified by the 
moft ferious and frequent defections. He was accordingly 
advanced from the rank of Chief of Brigade, to that of Ge- 
neral of Artillery, and dire&ed, under General Dugommier, 
the attacks of the various redoubts that furrounded and 
ftrengthened this important port, in which Collot d’Herbois 
foon after declared, * that he had found the galley-flaves 
alone, faithful to the republic!” It is almoft needlefs to add, 
that the energy of the French troops, added to the fcientific 
arrangements of the engineers, overcame the zeal and re- 
fiftance of the motley garrifon, and reftored the key of the Me- 
diterranean to France. 

It may be neceflary, however, to remark, that Buonaparte, 
in 1793, took an active part againft General Paoli and the 
Englith ; for, ia the courfe of that year, he appeared with a 
{mall armament before Ajaccio, the town and citadel of which 

) he 


it pofiible to bore a large hole in the centre of Corfica, in order 
to bury it under the ocean. He meant to exprefs by this figure, 
that it would always occafion great trouble to whoever might be 
in poffeffion of it, and become the caufe of frequent wars.”’-—-Lite 
of General Dumouricr, vel. i. p. 181. 





eet Aen tee 











ref 


is | 
de 





ran eect BRAN et 





oA eet 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 51 


he fsmmoned, in the name of the republic 5 but‘he met with 
a formidable enemy in his own coufin, the brave Captain Mat- 
feria, who commanded a corps of Corficans during the fiege 
of Gibraltar, and had learned the management of red-hot 
fhot, under Lord Heathfield. 

The conqueft of Toulon contributed not a little to raife the 
credit of Buonaparte 3 and it proved equally advantageous to 
his friend Barras. That deputy had been alfo bred a military 
man, and was employed by his colleagues on all great emer 
gencies. One of thefe foon occurred; this was the commoe 
tion among the fetions of Paris, known by the name of the 
Infurrection of Vendemaire. Ov this occafion, he took care 
to be furrounded by able men, among whom was General 
Buonaparte, whom he had invelted with the command of the 
artillery, at the fiege of Toulon. It was to another Corfican, 
however, that he confided the fuperintendance of the army: 
This was Gentili, who bad juft acquired a great reputation, 
by his gallant defence of Baftia. On trial, however, it was 
immediately difcovered, that the deafnefs of Gentili was an 
invincible obftacle to fuccefs, as he could neither hear nor at- 
tend to the multiplicd and complicated reports of the Aides de 
Camp, who were continually bringing him meflages, or ad« 
dreffing him relative to the {ituation of the enemy, Luckily 
for the Convention, Napoleone Buonaparte was, at this criti- 
cal and decifive moment, appointed his fucceflor, and it is to 
the mafterly difpofitions made by him, that the triumph of the 
reprefentative body is to be principally afcribed, It is but 
juftice to add, that the moderation difplayed on this occafion 
is perhaps unequalled in the hiftory of the civil wars of mo« 
dern times ! 

(To be concluded in our next.) 





Defcription of the Maufoleum of the Neckar Family. 


HIS maufoleum is ere&ted in the church of the village 
of Capet, in the barony of M. Neckar, near Geneva, 
and near which refided the odfcure Minifter Curchadi and his 
wife—the parents of Madame Neckar. 
The urn is of beautiful white marble, round which is 
twined a ferpent biting his tail, as a fymbol of immortatity. 
On the three fides of the pedeftal are epitaphs, from the pen 
of Madame Neckar,—~ That in front of the monument is— 
« Monument 
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“¢ Monument of filial piety, erected by 
‘© MADAME SUSANNE CurcHADI NECKAR, 
“ Baronels ot Capet: 
“ To her virtuous parents, 
«© Many years after their death.” 


On the left fide of the pedeftal is this infcription— 


«© NosLE Louis AntHony Curcuapn!, Minifter of the 
Church of Caffier, born without fortune, but with fuperior 
talents—he lived in retirement ; he divided his time between 
letters which he loved, and of which he was the ornament ; 
the duties of his profeffion; the education of his only daugh- 
ter, and the enjoyment of thofe fentiments attached to an 
union the moft rare and the moft fuitable. He died in 1760, 
aged 63 years, bewailed by all fouls of fenfibility, and re- 
gretted by all good people.” 

On the right fide, you read— 

« MADELINE D’ALBERT, born at Montelimart, quitted 
her country, her affections, and her fortune, to obey the dice 
tates of her confcience. Young, fhe lived in retirement, 
without regretting the pleafures and affluence to which the 
feemed deftined by het birth, her rare beauty, and the charms 
of hermind. But fhe could not fupport the lofs of ahufband 
who was the choice of her heart; and finking under her af- 
fiction, left a daughter behind, who lived only in her, and re- 
mained a prey to the moft horrible defpair. Neverthelefs, the 
Supreme Being, moved no doubt by the prayers of thofe two 
juft perfons, confided the defolate heart of their infant to the 
affections of the moft tender of bufbands. His attentions 
rendered lefs bitter thofe pangs which he was willing to partie 
cipate ; and his virtues and rare genius became the glory of 
his fpoufe. Let this fepulchral urn then be at once a monus 
ment of gratitude and grief: And O! may the refpetful and 
tender daughter, who bedews it with her tears, receive in her 
turn, and in fome folitary {pot, from her confort, the fame tri- 
bute of forrow and of love: It is the only remaining with the 
can form in this world.” 





AREFLECTION, 


OME converfations are like fea voyages. We leave the 
land without being fenfible of it, and do not perceive that 
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we are out of harbour before we have failed a confiderable way. 
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DESCRIPTION of a VINTAGE, 


[From the Travels of Count Stolberg, through Germany, Swit- 


ea he 


i zerland, [taly, and Sicily. ] 
1e 1‘ hofpitable Switzerland, it is a proverb that © our friend’s 
or friend is our fiiend:’’ and we found the proverb to be true. 
n The hilarity of the vintage added new charms to this delightful 
3 place. Itis a great pleafure to me to be prefent at a harveft 
: | home; but greater ftill atavintage. From ths we receive 
n not only profit but pleafure, asan acceflary. The old become 
» young, and infancy itfelf is ative. Little children of five and 
> iix years of age trot befide their mother, who gathers the 


grapes, and help to bring the full bafkets back to their father, 
at the wine prefs. How delighted muft he be to fee his lovely 
boy bring the teeming fruit, whole delicious juice is intended to 
invigorate his deciining years! 

Taat the Great Creator defigned to provide us with food is 





| taken for granted: But his paternal goodnels would not {top 
here. He willed that wefhould cat injoy. Before the fun has 
‘}, warmed the earthy its morning rays announce. his kindnefs; 


and its evening beams, in his name, lead us to feek repofe. 
The flower of the vegetable affords greater delight even than 


In moft of the vine countries of Germany, paflengers are 
allowed, not only to pluck and eat totheir heart’s content, but 
to fill their pockets. In the Pays de Vaud this is not per~ 
mitted. When the grapes begin to ripen, the vineyards are 
watched: He, however, who guards the vineyard, is obliged to 
give thofe who wilh to eat of the fruit a bunch of grapes ia 
each hand. 
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Aarloorae P 7 “a ¢ - err | ? sy Bn » Mokus 
Aufwer, by IV. Haley of Sidmouth School,ta F. Gidley’s Rebus, 
. e r 7 
ae c 
EGIS is the G *dhave me tell; 
Minos for juitice m ju of Hell; 
Icarus who did with his father fy, 
And melted his wings by foaring too high; 
’ 0 ae 
Cypariffus ching’d to a cyprefs tree 3 
Erato was the wufe of love-poerry. 
Join the initials, and they'll exprefs, 


y lant ‘ rr)’ . :° - 

AMICE, part of she Romith pricil’s drefs. 
Vy , rear . ’ 
Vou X NAS , 
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*/* We have received the like anfwer from J. French, of 
Afthburton; W. Sherwell, of Modbury; J. Williams, junior, 
of Plymouth; W. and T. Maddick, of Rattery; J. Coles, 
junior, of Exeter; and J. Barret, of St. Veep. 


in ai 


Anfwer, by V. Hole, of Sidmouth School, to Ff. K.’s Anagram, ina 
ferted April 3 


ATER’s the element to be tranfpos’d; 
TAWER’s the occupation 5 
F7 blot out, the reft tranfpofe, 
And RATE’s the tax you’ll mention. 
ttt We have received the like anfwer from J. Williams, 
junior, of Plymouth; W. Bickham, junior, and J. French, of 
Afhburton; T. Whicker, of Exeter; and I’. Bullock, of St. . 
Columb, 








A QUERY, by Oedipus, of Yeovil. yy 


AY HAT animal is it, whofe name (without tranfpofition) 
will exprefs three different things, exclufive of itfelf, 
and what are they ? 


4 REBUS, by Ff. Gidley, of Dean Prior, 


% MPRIMIS, bards, fis rit bring to fight, 
A fam’d Athenian parafite 5 

A nymph of Ida next geek 

Who was en iu’d with prop! hecy 5 
A King of Troy alfo explain, 
Who was by brave Hercules flain; 
Apollo’s daughter next prefent, 
That did heroic verte invent; 
Cal’donia’s Prince likewife explore, 
Whole land was ra+ag’d by a boar; 
A town in Somerfet explain ; ) 
The wife of Ninus laft obtain, § 
By her own fon Ninyas flain: , 
The initials join’d, ye wits of fame, 
oT. 4 

Twiil thew a Britith hero’s name. 
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ELLEN and DANVERT: 
A , A 2 Ss: 


(Continued from Page 480.) 


FT in this bower, where whifper’d overhead 
The pine, was Danvert loft in amorous trance, 
As the {weet fentiment of love he read 
In her blue eyes that languith’d to his glance ! 
Yet, as fhe view’d ideal tteps advance, 
The tear of fhrinking apprehenfion gleam'd ; 
When from the trees above, whofe chequer’d dance 
On the fmooth turf a wavy luftre ftream’d, 
Type of fome human form the tremulous thadow feem’d. 
Nor feldom, meeting in acyprefs maze, 
The lovers rov’d ; where long, untrodden, grew 
The matted grals, and {carce the noon-day bla ze 
Had pierc’d for years the fcreen of {piry blue. 
Twas far behind a branching avenue 
That from the caftle ftretch’d its ftatelier march, 
The cyprefs gloom’d. Within, the paler hue 
Of a fane glimmer’d: O’er its walls the larch 
‘loated, and briony half-hid each crumbling arch. 
Once, on the fane while glow’d the weftering day, 
They climb’d the flint-iteps to the light laid bare ; 
As no more echoing to the choral lay 
The unpillar *d rood-loft feem’d to reft on air. 
Her heighten’d beauties fhone, divinely fair ! 
The fummer funbeam ting’d, more richly warm, 
The bright luxuriance of her flaxen hair ; 
And lovelier was her whole illumin’d form— 
When fudden rufh’d a found that carried pale alarm. 
Ellen, amidft the murmur, tottering down 
The fractur'd ftaircaie, fought the impervious fhade, 
But inftant, at her father? $ vengeful frown 
Fell, as transfix’a; whea, crathing o’er her head 
Difparted fragments tho: k the cyprefs glade. 
Strait, to the thiltled pavement as the clung, 
She {woon’d $ Nor op ’d her lids the unhap PPY maid, 
But to behold, the embattled tows rs amon g 
Damp folitary walls t by many a cobweb hung 





As fhe awoke, to memory rifling faint, 
Each broken image came, but to ap pal. 

Her lover’s danger tancy prompt to pait nt, 
Now faw him by her father’s talc 110n fa 
anes by the ruins of thi 1 wal 
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O’erwhelm’d. As cach idea fli’d her mind, 
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She ftarted atherfelf. Around her, all 
Was fearful filence; fave when, as confin’d 
Within fome hollow cell the heard the wailing wind. 
Stretch’d to a wide extent, the dark'ning dome 
From its deep vaults funereal horrors breath'd, 
As the light {carcely broke the difmal gloom, 
From the difmantled windows, ivy- wreath'd. 
«* There ghaitly {pectres oft ("twas faid) unfheath’d 
«* Their flame tipt {words!’”’ Hence fuperftitious dread 
Yo airy habitants alone bequeath’d 
The haunted room, and many a phantom bred, 
From whofe gigantic ftride the caftle-menials fled. 
Meantime had Danvert fcarce efcap’d the fire, 
As, darting thro’ the thicknefs of the grove, 
He fhunn'd the curies of vindictive ire, 
Yet unrefenting for his Ellen’s love. 
Dire was the conflift he was doom’d to prove, 
As, many a night enwrapt in darknefs drear, 
Beneath the caftle-towers ’twas his to rove ; 
Liltening, perchance his Ellen's voice to hear ; 
But only the coid fhrick from night birds pierc’d his ear. 
One time, as flow he pac’d the walls around, 
He caught an echo asof Danvert’s name: 
From the aerial dome With turretstrown’d 
He deem’d the plaining of his Ellen came. 
And love, that fir’d with a romantic flame 
His fervent fpirit, bade the hero brave 
The frown of danger, as with daring aim 
He yet refolv’d tc refcue from the grave 
The perfceuted maid, if ought avail’d to fave. 
And on one ominous night, a heavy door 
‘That creak’d to many a melancholy guft, 
As Danvert mark’d, beneath the turret-floor ; 
Sudden its hinges, fretted deep with ruft, 
Flew open at defpair’s embo'den’d thrutt. 
Up the long ftaircale with loofe fragments pil’d 
He ran tothetower-chamber. “ Ellen, truft 
** ‘To thy own Danvert,” with impatience wild, 
He cries—** A father fly, that ruthlefs flays his child.” 
They fled: And fhadow’d by the wing cf night, 
Amid the craggy hollows urg’d their way ; 
When Io (a lurking flave had watch’d their flight) 
‘The father’s gleaming mail. ‘* Stay, mifcreant, ftay— 
(Le cried) this weapon thall the wrong repay !” 
Whizz'’d the fleet thatt. And, inftant, to the ground 
Her Danvert fell; and, gafping where he lay, 
The blocd that fpovted from the deathful wound, 
‘Tin&tur’d the low-brow’d rocks that black to horror frown’d. 





(Lo be concluded ix our next.) 
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